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It is hard to believe that MIDI is 20 years
already. And, it is still version 1.0! | still
remember working with Roland, Korg,
Yamaha, and Kawai to develop the original
specification back in 1982; it was a very
good collaboration between companies in
both countries in the days before email. It
was a thrill to first connect the Prophet 600
with the Roland JX-3P at the January 1983
NAMM show, and have it work perfectly.

MIDI is used every day, in every
professional studio in the world, in home
studios, on the stage, and it is in virtually
every computer made today. Soon it will be
in every cell phone. It is amazing to me how
well it has adapted to new technologies
over the years.

The future of MIDI is more difficult to predict, since it will take a lot of organization and teamwork to develop a new
version. With so many companies involved, it will be a very slow process. But, MIDI seems to continue to cover
99% of applications in it's 1.0 form. And, in the computer environment, MIDI is "virtual", so there are no speed
limitations anyway.

Thank you to the AMEI and the MMA for their continuing work on MIDI! This is a very important job, and | look
forward to another successful 20 years of MIDI!

Dave Smith St. Helena, CA
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