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20th Anniversary of MIDI Standard

@®MR. Tom White President/CEO, MMA

20 years ago I was Working in
a music store selling synthesiz-
ers to professional musicians in
Hollywood. At night I played
synthesizers professionally, but I
did not use MIDI. I connected
my synthesizers via the CV &
Gate ports. I remember shoving
a book of matches between two
keys, to make one note sustain
while I played another keyboard.

But I could see that MIDI was
going to make a lot of keyboard
players happy.

Two years later I took out
some advertisements in comput-
er magazines, and started selling
CZ-101's and music software to

people all over the USA who
had computers and wanted to
make music. Then, in 1990 I
went to work for Roland US, to
help develop their computer-
music business. That same year
Microsoft their
Multimedia Extensions to
Windows, and I joined the MMA
Board of Directors to become an
advocate for the MIDI industry.
I didn't have much to do with
how MIDI developed from 1983 to
1990. But I can tell you that the past
13 years have been both exciting

released

and very challenging. As President
of the MMA it has been my job,
working with AMEI in Japan, and
all the manufacturers outside of
Japan, to establish order in the
development of new MIDI messages
and related Specifications. Without
order, there would be many fla-
vors of MIDI, and consumers and
manufacturers would suffer from
the lack of compatibility among
MIDI products.

Today, we have very good

support for MIDI in the comput-
er industry, from both Apple
and Microsoft. These companies
understand the need to support
MIDI

because computers with MIDI

industry standards,
and audio software are the
major tools used by professional
composers and arrangers and
recording artists today. And we
have support for MIDI in
MPEG-4, IEEE-1394, and 3GPP
standards, due to the joint efforts
of AMEI/MMA and our mem-
bers. Soon, we will have both
Internet (IETF) and Ethernet
(IEEE) standards for transporting
MIDI messages, so the uses of
MIDI continue to grow.

In recent years, the applications
for MIDI have expanded outside
of the musical instrument busi-
ness, especially in wireless com-
munications. In this area, it has
been a real challenge making sure
that there are not too many fla-
vors of MIDI, but working togeth-
er, AMEI and MMA have made

significant progress.

I believe the reason that MIDI
is still in use, after 20 years, is
because AMEI and MMA, work-
ing together, have encouraged
development in a timely and
orderly fashion. Someday there
will be something that replaces
MIDI, but not someday soon. So I
think AMEI and MMA will need
to keep working together, clear-
ing the path for MIDI in new
business areas, and making sure
that consumers and manufactur-
ers can benefit from the interop-
erability that MIDI provides.

Though I know it will be chal-
lenging, I look forward to another
20 years of MIDI development.
And I am especially grateful to
know that my friends at AMEI
will be with me at every battle.
On behalf of everyone, past and
present, who has been involved
with MIDI via the MMA, T want
to congratulate AMEI on this 20th
Anniversary of MIDL

Thank you.
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20th anniversary of MIDI Standard

@MR. Bob Moog Chief Technical Kahuna, Moog Music Inc.

I believe that MIDI is the

most remarkable and significant

development in the entire field
of electronic music technology.
With MIDI, musicians are able
to encode a very wide range of
expressive musical gestures
using keyboards, alternate con-
trollers, and computers, and then
apply these gestures to an
almost unlimited range of elec-

tronic tone generators. The

encoding scheme specified by
the original MIDI developers
enables rich complex music to
be transmitted, recorded, and
processed as precise, rapidly-
varying information that takes
full advantage of contemporary
computer technology.

I also believe that MIDI, as a
world-wide technical standard,
stands as an amazing example of
international cooperation among
businesses, technicians, and
musicians. There are very few
examples that demonstrate such
cooperation. For instance, the
software for my computer will
not run on my wife's computer,
and my engineering design files
will not work with my fellow
engineer's software. Compared

with the confusion and inefficien-

cy in the world of personal com-
the world of MIDI
enables everybody's equipment

puters,

to work together. I believe that

this is appropriate for a musical

standard. Just as music itself is a

universal language that tran-
scends national and cultural bor-
ders, MIDI is a shining example
of what can be accomplished

when people work together.
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